


I find the theme of The BrandLaureate SMEs 
BestBrands Awards 2020, What Does It Take To Be 
very vision driven and most appropriate for SMEs. In 
building your brand, you must have a vision as to 
what you want it TO BE and how to arrive at its 
destination.

What Does It Take To Be also sums up my journey in 
building The BrandLaureate Awards and my 
personal brand to where it is today. When I initiated 
The BrandLaureate Awards,I asked myself, “What 
would I want The BrandLaureate Awards TO BE?” 
and “What would I personally want TO BE?”. My 
vision was to make The BrandLaureate  Awards TO 
BE the market leader in the industry. My personal 
brand’s vision was TO BE a Key Opinion Leader in 
the branding space and be known as the Mahaguru 
of Branding.  I have achieved both because of these 
two words, TO BE. It was the catalyst and driver of 
my vision. 

With determination and devotion to the brand, I 
overcame many hurdles and challenges to achieve 
my goals. My focused and disciplined leadership 
further enhanced the brand’s growth as it went on to 
record one milestone after another. 

What Does It Take To Be embodies a lot of passion 
and positivity and that is what brands need to have 
if they want to be strong and successful. Brands 
cannot be negative and have no sense of direction.
Just wanting TO Be is only the vision. What is most 
important is what does it takes to arrive at the vision. 
What are the strategies and initiatives that will bring 

your brand to where and what you want it to be. In 
this competitive business environment, as an SME, 
you have to adopt smart and innovative branding 
to stay ahead of the competition. You must be a trail 
blazer instead of a follower. You must create 
phenomenal branding that attracts and is 
sustainable.
 
You must have the fire in your belly that will drive 
you to strive for success. Nothing comes easy but if 
you continue to strive and thrive with determination 
and persistence, you will be able to achieve what 
you want to be.  Just like any great achievement, it 
can only be realised if one is committed and gives 
great devotion to its cause, only then can you excel 
in that field or discipline.
 
There is a lot of positivity in these two words “TO 
BE” and that is what SMEs need as you step into a 
New Year and new decade. I wish you all the best 
in your branding and may your brand reaches its 
desired positioning  of what it wants TO BE and be 
worthy of The BrandLaureate SMEs BestBrands 
Awards 2020.

The BrandLaureate SMEs BestBrands Awards 2020 
will be held on March 6, 2020 at The Majestic 
Hotel. Kuala Lumpur and I look forward to 
welcoming you then as you join the league of 
winners that are the best in their respective 
industries.

BE THE BRAND THAT YOU WANT TO BE
BE BOLD, BE COURAGEOUS TO ACHIEVE BRAND 
SUCCESS

Dr. KKJOHAN
President

As a craftsman, the first thing that comes to mind when working 
on an art piece would be to turn it into the most beautiful 
masterpiece that catches the eyes and attention of everyone.  
And the question asked is what does it take to craft a 
masterpiece.

Crafting a masterpiece is like building a strong and successful 
brand. It needs a guided vision on how to proceed and the 
elements needed to bring it to fruition. It also needs passion and 
commitment to see it through the many stages of success.

The BrandLaureate SME’s BestBrands Awards 2019-2020 trophy 
is a master piece, designed and crafted by its team to reflect the 
leadership positioning of the Award. The design also 
encapsulates the theme of the Award which is What Does It Take 
To Be.

Plated in 24K gold, the three strands that spiral out of the base of 
the trophy to the apex represent the brand’s journey of realizing 
its vision to be the No.1 brand in the industry with international 
footprints. The curves and bends of these strands show that 
success is never a straight forward route but filled with many 
obstacles and challenges faced by the brand before it arrives at 
its leadership position.  Through smart and innovative branding, 
the brand is able to outwit its challengers and hold its forte to 
become the market leader. 

The crystal diamonds embedded at the top of the strands denote 
that the brand has successfully executed its vision and is much 
sought after and revered as a distinctive and excellent brand.

Like the trophy, recipients of The BrandLaureate SMEs BestBrands 
Awards 2019-2020 are masterpieces crafted out of passion and 
devotion to the brand and strive to thrive for brand success.


